
This document includes excerpts from the California Vehicle Code and California Streets and Highways
Code that have been selected for relevance to cycling.  I have included all CVC sections listed under
"Bicycles", "Bicycle Lanes" and "Bicycle Paths and Trails" in the index plus any laws cross-referenced by
those sections as well as other cycling-related laws that I have come across.

In the interest of brevity, I have excluded portions of each section that do not relate to bicycles.  All breaks
and omissions within sections are shown with "..." as ellipses.  I have also deleted the fine print that
documents the legislative history of each section.  For example, the bicycle-only sections of the code
(21200-21212 and 39000-39011) are complete except for the legislative histories.  In several places I
have included my own explanatory comments in [square brackets].

A few interesting little-known laws can be found in sections 1803 (bicycle violations do not go on driving
record), 21208 (use of bicycle lanes is mandatory), 21100 (bicycles may be prohibited from sidewalks),
21960 (riding on freeways is illegal only if so posted), 23330 (bikes are not allowed on toll bridges),
39000 ff (communities may require registration of bicycles), and 40303.5 ("fix-it" tickets are allowed for
bicycle equipment violations).

The complete California Vehicle Code with links to other state laws is available on the web at:
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/vc/vc.htm

Alan Bloom  3/26/2008

-------------- 2008 California Vehicle Code --------------------------- 2008 California Vehicle Code --------------------------- 2008 California Vehicle Code --------------------------- 2008 California Vehicle Code -------------

Division 1 - Words and Phrases DefinedDivision 1 - Words and Phrases DefinedDivision 1 - Words and Phrases DefinedDivision 1 - Words and Phrases Defined

Bicycle
231. A bicycle is a device upon which any person may ride, propelled exclusively by human power
through a belt, chain, or gears, and having one or more wheels. Persons riding bicycles are subject to the
provisions of this code specified in Sections 21200 and 21200.5.

Motorized Bicycle
406. (a) A "motorized bicycle" or "moped" is any two-wheeled or three-wheeled device having fully
operative pedals for propulsion by human power, or having no pedals if powered solely by electrical
energy, and an automatic transmission and a motor which produces less than 2 gross brake horsepower
and is capable of propelling the device at a maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per hour on level
ground.
(b) A "motorized bicycle" is also a device that has fully operative pedals for propulsion by human power
and has an electric motor that meets all of the following requirements:
(1) Has a power output of not more than 1,000 watts.
(2) Is incapable of propelling the device at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour on ground level.
(3) Is incapable of further increasing the speed of the device when human power is used to propel the
motorized bicycle faster than 20 miles per hour.
...

Vehicle
670. A "vehicle" is a device by which any person or property may be propelled, moved, or drawn upon a
highway, excepting a device moved exclusively by human power or used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks.



Division 2 - AdministrationDivision 2 - AdministrationDivision 2 - AdministrationDivision 2 - Administration

Chapter 1 - The Department of Motor VehiclesChapter 1 - The Department of Motor VehiclesChapter 1 - The Department of Motor VehiclesChapter 1 - The Department of Motor Vehicles

Article 3 - Records of DepartmentArticle 3 - Records of DepartmentArticle 3 - Records of DepartmentArticle 3 - Records of Department

Report of Court Action: Abstract of Conviction
1803. (a) (1) The clerk of a court in which a person was convicted of a violation of this code, ... shall
prepare within 10 days after conviction and immediately forward to the department at its office at
Sacramento an abstract of the record of the court covering the case in which the person was so
convicted.
...

(b) The following violations are not required to be reported under subdivision (a):
...

(6) Violations for which a person was cited as a pedestrian or while operating a bicycle or a
motorized scooter.

Division 3 - Registration of Vehicles and Certificates of TitleDivision 3 - Registration of Vehicles and Certificates of TitleDivision 3 - Registration of Vehicles and Certificates of TitleDivision 3 - Registration of Vehicles and Certificates of Title

Chapter 1 - Original and Renewal Registration; Issuance of Certificates of TitleChapter 1 - Original and Renewal Registration; Issuance of Certificates of TitleChapter 1 - Original and Renewal Registration; Issuance of Certificates of TitleChapter 1 - Original and Renewal Registration; Issuance of Certificates of Title

Article 1 - Vehicles Subject to RegistrationArticle 1 - Vehicles Subject to RegistrationArticle 1 - Vehicles Subject to RegistrationArticle 1 - Vehicles Subject to Registration

Motorized Bicycles
4020. A motorized bicycle operated upon a highway is exempt from registration.

Division 10 - Accidents and Accident ReportsDivision 10 - Accidents and Accident ReportsDivision 10 - Accidents and Accident ReportsDivision 10 - Accidents and Accident Reports

Division 11 - Rules of the RoadDivision 11 - Rules of the RoadDivision 11 - Rules of the RoadDivision 11 - Rules of the Road

Chapter 1 - Obedience to and Effect of Traffic LawsChapter 1 - Obedience to and Effect of Traffic LawsChapter 1 - Obedience to and Effect of Traffic LawsChapter 1 - Obedience to and Effect of Traffic Laws

Article 3 - Local RegulationArticle 3 - Local RegulationArticle 3 - Local RegulationArticle 3 - Local Regulation

Rules and Regulations: Subject Matter
21100. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution regarding the
following matters:
...

(h) Operation of bicycles, and, as specified in Section 21114.5, electric carts by physically disabled
persons, or persons 50 years of age or older, on the public sidewalks.
...



Levees, Banks of Waterways, and Pipeline Rights-of-Way
21116. (a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle upon a roadway located on a levee, canal bank,
natural watercourse bank, or pipeline right-of-way ...
...

(c) Nothing in this section prohibits the establishment of bicycle paths or routes (as prescribed by
Article 6.5 (commencing with Section 5078) of Chapter 1 of Division 5 of the Public Resources Code) on
levees, canal banks, natural watercourse banks, or pipeline rights-of-way.

Article 4 - Operation of BicyclesArticle 4 - Operation of BicyclesArticle 4 - Operation of BicyclesArticle 4 - Operation of Bicycles

Laws Applicable to Bicycle Use: Peace Officer Exemption
21200. (a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is subject to all the
provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this division, including, but not limited to, provisions
concerning driving under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division 10 (commencing
with Section 20000), Section 27400, Division 16.7 (commencing with Section 39000), Division 17
(commencing with Section 40000.1), and Division 18 (commencing with Section 42000), except those
provisions which by their very nature can have no application.

(b) (1) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part
2 of the Penal Code, operating a bicycle during the course of his or her duties is exempt from the
requirements of subdivision (a), except as those requirements relate to driving under the influence of
alcoholic beverages or drugs, if the bicycle is being operated under any of the following circumstances:

(A) In response to an emergency call.
(B) While engaged in rescue operations.
(C) In the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law.

(2) This subdivision does not relieve a peace officer from the duty to operate a bicycle with due
regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.

Riding Bicycle Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs
21200.5. Notwithstanding Section 21200, it is unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle upon a highway
while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any drug, or under the combined influence of an
alcoholic beverage and any drug. Any person arrested for a violation of this section may request to have
a chemical test made of the person's blood, breath, or urine for the purpose of determining the alcoholic
or drug content of that person's blood pursuant to Section 23612, and, if so requested, the arresting
officer shall have the test performed. A conviction of a violation of this section shall be punished by a
fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). Violations of this section are subject to Section
13202.5.

[Section 13202.5 concerns suspension of driver's license for alcohol-related offenses by persons under
21 years of age.]

Equipment Requirements
21201. (a) No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is equipped with a brake which will
enable the operator to make one braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

(b) No person shall operate on the highway a bicycle equipped with handlebars so raised that the
operator must elevate his hands above the level of his shoulders in order to grasp the normal steering
grip area.

(c) No person shall operate upon a highway a bicycle that is of a size that prevents the operator
from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it in an upright position with at least one foot on the ground,
and restarting it in a safe manner.



(d) A bicycle operated during darkness upon a highway, a sidewalk where bicycle operation is not
prohibited by the local jurisdiction, or a bikeway, as defined in Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways
Code, shall be equipped with all of the following:

(1) A lamp emitting a white light that, while the bicycle is in motion, illuminates the highway,
sidewalk, or bikeway in front of the bicyclist and is visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from
the sides of the bicycle.

(2) A red reflector on the rear that shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when
directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle.

(3) A white or yellow reflector on each pedal, shoe, or ankle visible from the front and rear of
the bicycle from a distance of 200 feet.

(4) A white or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the bicycle, and a white or
red reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except that bicycles that are equipped
with reflectorized tires on the front and the rear need not be equipped with these side reflectors.

(e) A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the operator and visible from a
distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the bicycle, may be used in lieu of the lamp required
by paragraph (1) of subdivision (d).

Bicycle Lights
21201.3. (a) A bicycle or motorized bicycle used by a peace officer, as defined in Section 830.1 of,
subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (i) of Section 830.2 of, subdivision (b) or (d) of Section 830.31
of, subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 830.32 of, Section 830.33 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.36 of,
subdivision (a) of Section 830.4 of, or Section 830.6 of, the Penal Code, in the performance of the peace
officer's duties, may display a steady or flashing blue warning light that is visible from the front, sides, or
rear of the bicycle or motorized bicycle.

(b) No person shall display a steady or flashing blue warning light on a bicycle or motorized bicycle
except as authorized under subdivision (a).

Reflectorized Equipment
21201.5. (a) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a reflex reflector or reflectorized tire of a type required
on a bicycle unless it meets requirements established by the department. If there exists a federal
Consumer Product Safety Commission regulation applicable to bicycle reflectors, the provisions of that
regulation shall prevail over provisions of this code or requirements established by the department
pursuant to this code relative to bicycle reflectors.

(b) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a new bicycle that is not equipped with a red reflector on
the rear, a white or yellow reflector on each pedal visible from the front and rear of the bicycle, a white or
yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the bicycle, and a white or red reflector on each
side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except that bicycles which are equipped with reflectorized
tires on the front and rear need not be equipped with these side reflectors.

(c) Area reflectorizing material meeting the requirements of Section 25500 may be used on a
bicycle.

Operation on Roadway
21202. (a) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed less than the normal speed of
traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb
or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction.
(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.
(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not limited to, fixed or

moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes)
that make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge, subject to the provisions of Section
21656. For purposes of this section, a "substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle
and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.



(b) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which highway carries traffic in
one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes, may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge
of that roadway as practicable.

Hitching Rides
21203. No person riding upon any motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled, or
toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any streetcar or vehicle on the roadway.

Riding on Bicycle
21204. (a) No person operating a bicycle upon a highway shall ride other than upon or astride a
permanent and regular seat attached thereto.

(b) No operator shall allow a person riding as a passenger, and no person shall ride as a passenger,
on a bicycle upon a highway other than upon or astride a separate seat attached thereto. If the passenger
is four years of age or younger, or weighs 40 pounds or less, the seat shall have adequate provision for
retaining the passenger in place and for protecting the passenger from the moving parts of the bicycle.

Carrying Articles
21205. No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the
operator from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.

Local Regulation
21206. This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance, from regulating the registration of
bicycles and the parking and operation of bicycles on pedestrian or bicycle facilities, provided such
regulation is not in conflict with the provisions of this code.

Bicycle Lanes
21207. (a) This chapter does not prohibit local authorities from establishing, by ordinance or resolution,
bicycle lanes separated from any vehicular lanes upon highways, other than state highways as defined in
Section 24 of the Streets and Highways Code and county highways established pursuant to Article 5
(commencing with Section 1720) of Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code.

(b) Bicycle lanes established pursuant to this section shall be constructed in compliance with
Section 891 of the Streets and Highways Code.

Motorized Bicycles: Prohibited Operation
21207.5. Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any other provision of law, no
motorized bicycle may be operated on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane established pursuant
to Section 21207, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail, unless it is within or adjacent to a
roadway or unless the local authority or the governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over
such path or trail permits, by ordinance, such operation.

Permitted Movements from Bicycle Lanes
21208. (a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway pursuant to Section 21207, any
person operating a bicycle upon the roadway at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in
the same direction at that time shall ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may move out of
the lane under any of the following situations:

1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, vehicle, or pedestrian within the lane or about
to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely within the lane.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.



(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or other hazardous
conditions.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement can be made with

reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided in Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be affected by the movement.

Motor Vehicles and Motorized Bicycles in Bicycle Lanes
21209. (a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane established on a roadway pursuant to
Section 21207 except as follows:

(1) To park where parking is permitted.
(2) To enter or leave the roadway.
(3) To prepare for a turn within a distance of 200 feet from the intersection.

(b) This section does not prohibit the use of a motorized bicycle in a bicycle lane, pursuant to
Section 21207.5, at a speed no greater than is reasonable or prudent, having due regard for visibility,
traffic conditions, and the condition of the roadway surface of the bicycle lane, and in a manner which
does not endanger the safety of bicyclists.

Bicycle Parking
21210. No person shall leave a bicycle lying on its side on any sidewalk, or shall park a bicycle on a
sidewalk in any other position, so that there is not an adequate path for pedestrian traffic. Local
authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit bicycle parking in designated areas of the public
highway, provided that appropriate signs are erected.

Obstruction of Bikeways or Bicycle Paths or Trails
21211. (a) No person may stop, stand, sit, or loiter upon any class I bikeway, as defined in subdivision
(a) of Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any other public or private bicycle path or trail,
if the stopping, standing, sitting, or loitering impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement of
any bicyclist.

(b) No person may place or park any bicycle, vehicle, or any other object upon any bikeway or
bicycle path or trail, as specified in subdivision (a), which impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable
movement of any bicyclist unless the placement or parking is necessary for safe operation or is
otherwise in compliance with the law.

(c) This section does not apply to drivers or owners of utility or public utility vehicles, as provided in
Section 22512.

(d) This section does not apply to owners or drivers of vehicles who make brief stops while engaged
in the delivery of newspapers to customers along the person's route.

(e) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a rubbish or garbage truck while actually
engaged in the collection of rubbish or garbage within a business or residence district if the front turn
signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps
at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

(f) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a tow vehicle while actually engaged in the
towing of a vehicle if the front turn signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed
simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed
simultaneously.

Youth Bicycle Helmets: Minors
21212. (a) A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter, or a
skateboard, nor shall they wear in-line or roller skates, nor ride upon a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter,
or a skateboard as a passenger, upon a street, bikeway, as defined in Section 890.4 of the Streets and
Highways Code, or any other public bicycle path or trail unless that person is wearing a properly fitted
and fastened bicycle helmet that meets the standards of either the American Society for Testing and



Materials (ASTM) or the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), or standards
subsequently established by those entities. This requirement also applies to a person who rides upon a
bicycle while in a restraining seat that is attached to the bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle.

(b) Any helmet sold or offered for sale for use by operators and passengers of bicycles,
nonmotorized scooters, skateboards, or in-line or roller skates shall be conspicuously labeled in
accordance with the standard described in subdivision (a) which shall constitute the manufacturer's
certification that the helmet conforms to the applicable safety standards.

(c) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, for use by an operator or passenger of a bicycle,
nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, or in-line or roller skates any safety helmet which is not of a type
meeting requirements established by this section.

(d) Any charge under this subdivision shall be dismissed when the person charged alleges in court,
under oath, that the charge against the person is the first charge against that person under this
subdivision, unless it is otherwise established in court that the charge is not the first charge against the
person.

(e) Except as provided in subdivision (d), a violation of this section is an infraction punishable by a
fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25).  The parent or legal guardian having control or custody of
an unemancipated minor whose conduct violates this section shall be jointly and severally liable with the
minor for the amount of the fine imposed pursuant to this subdivision.

(f) Notwithstanding Section 1463 of the Penal Code or any other provision of law, the fines collected
for a violation of this section shall be allocated as follows:

(1) Seventy-two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in a special
account of the county health department, to be used for bicycle, nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, and
in-line and roller skate safety education and for assisting low-income families in obtaining approved
bicycle helmets for children under the age of 18 years, either on a loan or purchase basis. The county
may contract for the implementation of this program, which, to the extent practicable, shall be operated
in conjunction with the child passenger restraint program pursuant to Section 27360.

(2) Two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in the county treasury
to be used by the county to administer the program described in paragraph (1).

(3) If the violation occurred within a city, 25 percent of the amount collected shall be transferred
to and deposited in the treasury of that city. If the violation occurred in an unincorporated area, this 25
percent shall be deposited and used pursuant to paragraph (1).

Article 5 - Operation of Motorized ScootersArticle 5 - Operation of Motorized ScootersArticle 5 - Operation of Motorized ScootersArticle 5 - Operation of Motorized Scooters

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Bicycle Lanes
21229. (a) Whenever a class II bicycle lane has been established on a roadway, any person operating a
motorized scooter upon the roadway shall ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may move
out of the lane under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle or pedestrian within the lane or when about
to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely within the lane.

(2) When preparing for a left turn, the operator shall stop and dismount as close as practicable
to the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway and complete the turn by crossing the roadway on
foot, subject to the restrictions placed on pedestrians in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 21950).

(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or other hazardous
conditions.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) No person operating a motorized scooter shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement can be

made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided in
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be affected by the
movement.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Local Regulation of Bicycle Paths, Trails, or Bikeways
21230. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a motorized scooter may be operated on a bicycle
path or trail or bikeway, unless the local authority or the governing body of a local agency having
jurisdiction over that path, trail, or bikeway prohibits that operation by ordinance.



Chapter 2 - Traffic Signs, Signals, and MarkingsChapter 2 - Traffic Signs, Signals, and MarkingsChapter 2 - Traffic Signs, Signals, and MarkingsChapter 2 - Traffic Signs, Signals, and Markings

Article 3 - Offenses Relating to Traffic DevicesArticle 3 - Offenses Relating to Traffic DevicesArticle 3 - Offenses Relating to Traffic DevicesArticle 3 - Offenses Relating to Traffic Devices

Transportation: Bicycles: Traffic Signals
21456.2. (a) Unless otherwise directed by a bicycle signal as provided in Section 21456.3, an operator of
a bicycle shall obey the provisions of this article applicable to the driver of a vehicle.

(b) Whenever an official traffic control signal exhibiting different colored bicycle symbols is shown
concurrently with official traffic control signals exhibiting different colored lights or arrows, an operator of
a bicycle facing those traffic control signals shall obey the bicycle signals as provided in Section
21456.3.

Transportation: Bicycle Signals
21456.3. (a) An operator of a bicycle facing a green bicycle signal shall proceed straight through or turn
right or left or make a U-turn unless a sign prohibits a U-turn. An operator of a bicycle, including one
turning, shall yield the right-of-way to other traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an
adjacent crosswalk.

(b) An operator of a bicycle facing a steady yellow bicycle signal is, by that signal, warned that the
related green movement is ending or that a red indication will be shown immediately thereafter.

(c) Except as provided in subdivision (d), an operator of a bicycle facing a steady red bicycle signal
shall stop at a marked limit line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection, or, if none, then before entering the intersection, and shall remain stopped until an indication
to proceed is shown.

(d) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, an operator of a bicycle, after stopping as
required by subdivision (c), facing a steady red bicycle signal, may turn right, or turn left from a one-way
street onto a one-way street. An operator of a bicycle making a turn shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(e) A bicycle signal may be used only at those locations that meet geometric standards or traffic
volume standards, or both, as adopted by the Department of Transportation.

Chapter 3 - Driving, Overtaking, and PassingChapter 3 - Driving, Overtaking, and PassingChapter 3 - Driving, Overtaking, and PassingChapter 3 - Driving, Overtaking, and Passing

Article 1 - Driving on Right SideArticle 1 - Driving on Right SideArticle 1 - Driving on Right SideArticle 1 - Driving on Right Side

Bicycle Operated on Roadway or Highway Shoulder
21650.1. A bicycle operated on a roadway, or the shoulder of a highway, shall be operated in the same
direction as vehicles are required to be driven upon the roadway.

Turning Out of Slow-Moving Vehicles
21656. On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because of traffic in the opposite direction or
other conditions, a slow-moving vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, behind which five or more
vehicles are formed in line, shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place designated as a turnout by
signs erected by the authority having jurisdiction over the highway, or wherever sufficient area for a safe
turnout exists, in order to permit the vehicles following it to proceed. As used in this section a slow-
moving vehicle is one which is proceeding at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic at the
particular time and place.

Article 2 - Additional Driving Rules



Unlawful Riding and Towing
21712. ...

(h) A person shall not knowingly drive a motor vehicle that is towing a person riding upon a
motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled, skis, or toy vehicle.
...

Turning Across Bicycle Lane
21717. Whenever it is necessary for the driver of a motor vehicle to cross a bicycle lane that is adjacent
to his lane of travel to make a turn, the driver shall drive the motor vehicle into the bicycle lane prior to
making the turn and shall make the turn pursuant to Section 22100.

Chapter 4 - Right-of-WayChapter 4 - Right-of-WayChapter 4 - Right-of-WayChapter 4 - Right-of-Way

[The following section may apply to traffic lights that do not respond to bicycles.]

Intersections
21800. ...

(d) (1) The driver of any vehicle approaching an intersection which has official traffic control signals
that are inoperative shall stop at the intersection, and may proceed with caution when it is safe to do so.
This subparagraph shall apply to traffic control signals that become inoperative because of battery
failure.

2) When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways at the same time, and the
official traffic control signals for the intersection are inoperative, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall
yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on his or her immediate right, except that the driver of any vehicle on
a terminating highway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle on the intersecting continuing highway.
...

Chapter 5 - Pedestrians' Rights and DutiesChapter 5 - Pedestrians' Rights and DutiesChapter 5 - Pedestrians' Rights and DutiesChapter 5 - Pedestrians' Rights and Duties

Freeways and Expressways: Use Restrictions
21960. (a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities, by order, ordinance, or resolution,
with respect to freeways, expressways, or designated portions thereof under their respective jurisdictions,
to which vehicle access is completely or partially controlled, may prohibit or restrict the use of the
freeways, expressways, or any portion thereof by pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized traffic or
by any person operating a motor-driven cycle, motorized bicycle, or motorized scooter. A prohibition or
restriction pertaining to bicycles, motor-driven cycles, or motorized scooters shall be deemed to include
motorized bicycles; and no person may operate a motorized bicycle wherever that prohibition or
restriction is in force. Notwithstanding any provisions of any order, ordinance, or resolution to the
contrary, the driver or passengers of a disabled vehicle stopped on a freeway or expressway may walk to
the nearest exit, in either direction, on that side of the freeway or expressway upon which the vehicle is
disabled, from which telephone or motor vehicle repair services are available.

(b) The prohibitory regulation authorized by subdivision (a) shall be effective when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected upon any freeway or expressway and the approaches thereto. If any
portion of a county freeway or expressway is contained within the limits of a city within the county, the
county may erect signs on that portion as required under this subdivision if the ordinance has been
approved by the city pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1730 of the Streets and Highways Code.

(c) No ordinance or resolution of local authorities shall apply to any state highway until the proposed
ordinance or resolution has been presented to, and approved in writing by, the Department of
Transportation.

(d) An ordinance or resolution adopted under this section on or after January 1, 2005, to prohibit
pedestrian access to a county freeway or expressway shall not be effective unless it is supported by a



finding by the local authority that the freeway or expressway does not have pedestrian facilities and
pedestrian use would pose a safety risk to the pedestrian.

Pedestrian in Bicycle Lane
21966. No pedestrian shall proceed along a bicycle path or lane where there is an adjacent adequate
pedestrian facility.

Motorized Skateboard Prohibited
21968. No motorized skateboard may be propelled on any sidewalk, roadway, or any other part of a
highway or on any bikeway, bicycle path or trail, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail.

Chapter 6 - Turning and Stopping and Turning Signals

Hand Signals
22111. All required signals given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of a vehicle in the
following manner:

(a) Left turn − hand and arm extended horizontally beyond the side of the vehicle.
(b) Right turn − hand and arm extended upward beyond the side of the vehicle, except that a

bicyclist may extend the right hand and arm horizontally to the right side of the bicycle.
(c) Stop or sudden decrease of speed signal − hand and arm extended downward beyond the side of

the vehicle.

Chapter 9 - Stopping, Standing, and Parking

[Utility vehicles are allowed to violate 21211 (i.e. they may block bike lanes).]

Utility Vehicles
22512. Except as otherwise indicated in subdivision (b), none of the following provisions shall apply to
the driver or owner of any service vehicle owned or operated by or for or operated under contract with a
utility or public utility, whether privately, municipally, or publicly owned, used in the construction,
operation, removal, or repair of utility or public utility property or facilities, if warning devices are
displayed and when the vehicle is stopped, standing, or parked at the site of work involving the
construction, operation, removal, or repair of the utility or public utility property or facilities upon, in, over,
under, or adjacent to a highway, bicycle lane, bikeway, or bicycle path or trail, or of a vehicle, whether
privately, municipally, or publicly owned, if warning devices are displayed and when the vehicle is
engaged in authorized work on the highway, bicycle lane, bikeway, or bicycle path or trail:

(a) Sections 21112, 21211, 21707, 21708, 22507.6, 24605, 25253, 25300, 27700, and 27907.
(b) This chapter, except Sections 22507, 22509, 22515, and 22517.
(c) Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650).

Chapter 12 - Public Offenses

Article 1 - Driving Offenses

Trails and Paths
23127. No person shall operate an unauthorized motor vehicle on any state, county, city, private, or
district hiking or horseback riding trail or bicycle path that is clearly marked by an authorized agent or
owner with signs at all entrances and exits and at intervals of not more than one mile indicating no



unauthorized motor vehicles are permitted on the hiking or horseback riding trail, or bicycle path, except
bicycle paths which are contiguous or adjacent to a roadway dedicated solely to motor vehicle use.

For the purpose of this section "unauthorized motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle that is driven
upon a hiking or horseback riding trail without the written permission of an agent or the owner of the trail
or path.

This section does not apply to the operation of an authorized emergency or maintenance vehicle on
a hiking or horseback riding trail or bicycle path whenever necessary in furtherance of the purpose for
which the vehicle has been classed as an authorized emergency vehicle. Any person who violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Article 4 - Special Traffic Regulations

[The term "vehicular crossing" refers to toll crossings, e.g. toll bridges.]

Animals, Vehicles, Bicycles, and Motorized Bicycles
23330. Except where a special permit has been obtained from the Department of Transportation under
the provisions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 35780) of Chapter 5 of Division 15, none of the
following shall be permitted on any vehicular crossing:

(a) Animals while being led or driven, even though tethered or harnessed.
(b) Bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters , unless the department by signs indicates

that bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, or any combination thereof, are permitted upon
all or any portion of the vehicular crossing.

(c) Vehicles having a total width of vehicle or load exceeding 102 inches.
(d) Vehicles carrying items prohibited by regulations promulgated by the Department of

Transportation.

Division 12 - Equipment of Vehicles

Chapter 2 - Lighting Equipment

Article 12 - Reflectorized Material

Use of Reflectorizing Material
25500. (a) Area reflectorizing material may be displayed on any vehicle, provided: the color red is not
displayed on the front; designs do not tend to distort the length or width of the vehicle; and designs do
not resemble official traffic control devices, except that alternate striping resembling a barricade pattern
may be used.

No vehicle shall be equipped with area reflectorizing material contrary to these provisions.
(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to license plate stickers or tabs affixed to license

plates as authorized by the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Chapter 5 - Other Equipment

Article 3.5 - Headsets and Earplugs

Wearing of Headsets or Earplugs
27400. A person operating a motor vehicle or bicycle may not wear a headset covering, or earplugs in,
both ears. This prohibition does not apply to any of the following:

(a) A person operating authorized emergency vehicles, as defined in Section 165.



(b) A person engaged in the operation of either special construction equipment or equipment for use
in the maintenance of any highway.

(c) A person engaged in the operation of refuse collection equipment who is wearing a safety
headset or safety earplugs.

(d) A person wearing personal hearing protectors in the form of earplugs or molds that are
specifically designed to attenuate injurious noise levels. The plugs or molds shall be designed in a
manner so as to not inhibit the wearer's ability to hear a siren or horn from an emergency vehicle or a
horn from another motor vehicle.

(e) A person using a prosthetic device that aids the hard of hearing.

Division 15 - Size, Weight, and Load

Chapter 2 - Width

[The following section would prohibit carrying a tandem on a rear-mount bike rack, except possibly with
both wheels removed.  "Passenger vehicle" does not include "motor truck" e.g. pickups.]

Loads on Passenger Vehicles
35111. No passenger vehicle shall be operated on any highway with any load carried thereon extending
beyond the line of the fenders on its left side or more than six inches beyond the line of the fenders on its
right side.

Chapter 4 - Length

Maximum Vehicle Length: General Limitation
35400. (a) A vehicle may not exceed a length of 40 feet.

(b) This section does not apply to any of the following:
...

(8) A bus, when the excess length is caused by a device attached to the rear of the bus
designed and used exclusively for the transporting of bicycles. This device may be up to 10 feet in
length, if the device, along with any other device permitted pursuant to this section, does not cause the
total length of the bus, including any device or load, to exceed 50 feet.
...

Division 16.7 - Registration and Licensing of Bicycles

Bicycle Defined
39000. "Bicycle," for the purposes of this division, means any device upon which a person may ride,
which is propelled by human power through a system of belts, chains, or gears having either two or three
wheels (one of which is at least 20 inches in diameter) or having a frame size of at least 14 inches, or
having four or more wheels.

Licenses and Registration Forms
39001. (a) The department shall procure and distribute bicycle license indicia and registration forms to all
counties and cities which have adopted a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution. Those counties and
cities shall issue the indicia and registration form to the owner of any new bicycle, and may, upon request



of the owner, issue an indicia and registration form to the owner of any bicycle which complies with
Section 39007.

The department shall charge and collect a fee, not to exceed the cost of procuring and distributing
the license indicia and registration form, for each bicycle license indicia and registration form issued. All
fees collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the Motor Vehicle Account in the State
Transportation Fund. Those fees are hereby continuously appropriated from the account for use by the
department to defray costs to procure and distribute the bicycle license indicia and registration forms.

(b) The director shall design the bicycle license indicia and registration form described in subdivision
(a), and shall establish procedures for the distribution of the indicia and registration form to counties and
cities. The indicia shall be adhesive, durable, flexible, and of a size to permit it to be affixed to the front
of the seat tube of the bicycle frame. Each indicia shall bear a unique license number and shall be
permanently assigned to a bicycle. Each registration form shall comply with Section 39005.

(c) Bicycle licenses shall be renewed uniformly throughout the state on January 1 of the third year
following the year of registration. Renewal of a bicycle license shall be indicated by a supplementary
adhesive device affixed parallel to, and above or below, the indicia, with the expiration date showing.

License Requirement
39002. (a) A city or county, which adopts a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution, may provide in the
ordinance or resolution that no resident shall operate any bicycle, as specified in the ordinance, on any
street, road, highway, or other public property within the jurisdiction of the city or county, as the case may
be, unless the bicycle is licensed in accordance with this division.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to tamper with, destroy, mutilate, or alter any license indicia or
registration form, or to remove, alter, or mutilate the serial number, or the identifying marks of a licensing
agency's identifying symbol, on any bicycle frame licensed under this division.

Issuance to Owner
39003. If a city or county has or adopts a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution, indicia and a copy of
the registration form obtained from the department shall be issued to the owner by the city or county or
other licensing agency designated by it.

Fees
39004. Each licensing agency, by ordinance or resolution, may adopt rules and regulations for the
collection of license fees. Revenues from license fees shall be retained by the licensing city or county
and shall be used for the support of such bicycle ordinance or resolution, and may be used to reimburse
retailers for services rendered. In addition, fees collected shall be used to improve bicycle safety
programs and establish bicycle facilities, including bicycle paths and lanes, within the limits of the
jurisdiction.
The fees required to be paid pursuant to this division are as follows:

(a) For each new bicycle license and registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed four dollars
($4) per year or any portion thereof.

(b) For each transfer of registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed two dollars ($2).
(c) For each replacement of a bicycle license or registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed

two dollars ($2).
(d) For each bicycle license renewal, the sum shall not exceed two dollars ($2) per year.

Records
39005. Cities and counties having a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution shall maintain records of
each bicycle registered. Such records shall include, but not be limited to, the license number, the serial
number of the bicycle, the make and type, of the bicycle, and the name and address of the licensee.

Records shall be maintained by the licensing agency during the period of validity of the license or
until notification that the bicycle is no longer to be operated.



Information Required Upon Retail Sale
39006. (a) Each bicycle retailer and each bicycle dealer shall supply to each purchaser preregistration
form provided by the licensing agency and shall include on the sales check or receipt given to the
purchaser, a record of the following information: name of retailer, address of retailer, year and make of
the bicycle, serial number of bicycle if delivered to the purchaser in an assembled state, general
description of the bicycle, name of purchaser, and address of purchaser. A copy of the preregistration
form shall be filled out and forwarded by the purchaser to the appropriate licensing agency within 10 days
from the date of sale.

(b) For the purposes of this division, a bicycle dealer is any person who sells, gives away, buys, or
takes in trade for the purpose of resale, more than five bicycles in any one calendar year, whether or not
such bicycles are owned by such person. "Bicycle dealer" also includes agents or employees of such
person.

Serial Numbers
39007. After December 31, 1976, no bicycle retailer shall sell any new bicycle in this state unless such
bicycle has legibly and permanently stamped or cast on its frame a serial number, no less than one-
eighth inch in size, and unique to the particular bicycle of each manufacturer. The serial number only
shall be stamped or cast in the head of the frame, either side of the seat tube, the toeplate or the bottom
sprocket (crank) housing.

Recordation of Transfer
39008. (a) Whenever any person sells or otherwise disposes of a bicycle, he shall endorse upon the
registration certificate previously issued for such bicycle a written transfer of same, setting forth the
name, address, telephone number of the transferee, date of transfer, and signature of the transferrer,
and shall deliver the registration certificate, so endorsed, to the licensing agency within 10 days.

(b) Any person who purchases or otherwise acquires possession of a bicycle shall within 10 days of
taking possession apply for the transfer of license to his own name. Cities and counties may establish
rules and regulations to govern and enforce the provisions of this section.

Notification of Change of Address; Duplicate License or Registration Form
39009. (a) Whenever the owner of a bicycle licensed pursuant to an ordinance or resolution of a city or
county changes his address, he shall within 10 days notify the appropriate licensing agency of the old
and new address.

(b) In the event that any bicycle license indicia or registration form issued pursuant to the provisions
of this division is lost, stolen, or mutilated, the licensee of such bicycle shall immediately notify the
licensing agency, and, within 10 days after such notification, shall apply to the licensing agency for a
duplicate license indicia or registration form. Thereupon, the licensing agency shall issue to such
licensee a replacement indicia or registration form upon payment to the licensing agency of the
appropriate fee.

Fines: Limitations
39011. No fine imposed for any violation of an ordinance or resolution, which is adopted pursuant to this
division, shall exceed ten dollars ($10).

Division 17 - Offenses and Prosecution

Chapter 2 - Procedure on Arrest

Article 1 - Arrests



Notice to Correct Violation for Specified Infractions
40303.5. Whenever any person is arrested for any of the following offenses, the arresting officer shall
permit the arrested person to execute a notice containing a promise to correct the violation in
accordance with the provisions of Section 40610 unless the arresting officer finds that any of the
disqualifying conditions specified in subdivision (b) of Section 40610 exist:
...

(c) Section 21201, relating to bicycle equipment.
...

Division 18 - Penalties and Disposition of
Fees, Fines, and Forfeitures

____________________________________________________

------- California Streets and Highways Code -------

Division 1 - State HighwaysDivision 1 - State HighwaysDivision 1 - State HighwaysDivision 1 - State Highways

Chapter 8 - Nonmotorized Transportation

[Article 1 "General Provisions" states the Legislature's belief in the utility of nonmotorized transportation.
Article 2 "Nonmotorized Transportation Facilities" requires Caltrans to publish a statewide bicycle map
and prepare an annual report on nonmotorized transportation programs.  It allows Caltrans to construct
facilities for nonmotorized transportation and requires them to accommodate them in new construction
where facilities do not now exist.  A minimum of $360,000 per year (!) must be spent.]

Article 3 - California Bicycle Transportation Act

890. It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this article, to establish a bicycle transportation system.
It is the further intent of the Legislature that this transportation system shall be designed and developed
to achieve the functional commuting needs of the employee, student, business person, and shopper as
the foremost consideration in route selection, to have the physical safety of the bicyclist and bicyclist's
property as a major planning component, and to have the capacity to accommodate bicyclists of all ages
and skills.

[Sections 890.2 and 890.3 define "bicycle" and "bicycle commuter".]

890.4.  As used in this article, "bikeway" means all facilities that provide primarily for bicycle travel.  For
purposes of this article, bikeways shall be categorized as follows:

(a) Class I bikeways, such as a "bike path," which provide a completely separated right-of-way
designated for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians with crossflows by motorists minimized.

(b) Class II bikeways, such as a "bike lane," which provide a restricted right-of-way designated for
the exclusive or semiexclusive use of bicycles with through travel by motor vehicles or pedestrians
prohibited, but with vehicle parking and crossflows by pedestrians and motorists permitted.

(c) Class III bikeways, such as an onstreet or offstreet "bike route," which provide a right-of-way
designated by signs or permanent markings and shared with pedestrians or motorists.



[The design criteria mentioned in the next three sections are published by the California
Department of Transportation (a.k.a. "Caltrans", "the department") in the "Highway Design
Manual", Chapter 1000 "Bikeway Planning and Design".  Chapter 1000 is available as a
separate publication.  The complete Highway Design Manual is available online at:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/hdm/hdmtoc.htm ]

890.6.  The department, in cooperation with county and city governments, shall establish minimum safety
design criteria for the planning and construction of bikeways and roadways where bicycle travel is
permitted.  The criteria shall include, but not be limited to, the design speed of the facility, minimum
widths and clearances, grade, radius of curvature, pavement surface, actuation of automatic traffic control
devices, drainage, and general safety.  The criteria shall be updated biennially, or more often, as needed.

890.8.  The department shall establish uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic
control devices to designate bikeways, regulate traffic, improve safety and convenience for bicyclists, and
alert pedestrians and motorists of the presence of bicyclists on bikeways and on roadways where bicycle
travel is permitted.

891.  All city, county, regional, and other local agencies responsible for the development or operation of
bikeways or roadways where bicycle travel is permitted shall utilize all minimum safety design criteria and
uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic control devices established pursuant to
Sections 890.6 and 890.8.

[Sections 891.2 to 891.8 specify how city and county governments may prepare a bicycle transportation
plan.]

892.  (a) Rights-of-way established for other purposes by cities, counties, or local agencies shall not be
abandoned unless the governing body determines that the rights-of-way or parts thereof are not useful as
a nonmotorized transportation facility.

(b) No state highway right-of-way shall be abandoned until the department first consults with the
local agencies having jurisdiction over the areas concerned to determine whether the right-of-way or part
thereof could be developed as a nonmotorized transportation facility.  If an affirmative determination is
made, before abandoning the right-of-way, the department shall first make the property available to local
agencies for development as nonmotorized transportation facilities in accordance with Sections 104.15
and 887.6 of this code and Section 14012 of the Government Code.

[Sections 892.2 to 894.2 discuss financing through the Bicycle Transportation Account and other means.]

Division 3 - Appointment and Expenditure of Highway FundsDivision 3 - Appointment and Expenditure of Highway FundsDivision 3 - Appointment and Expenditure of Highway FundsDivision 3 - Appointment and Expenditure of Highway Funds

Chapter 13 - Abandoned Railway Lines

2540.  The Legislature hereby declares that it is the policy of the state to acquire abandoned railroad lines
when the right-of-way for such lines has a potential public transportation use including, but not limited to,
a use for highways, busways, bicycles, pedestrians, or guideways.

[Sections 2542 to 2549 set up an "Abandoned Railroad Account", require Caltrans to prepare a priority list
of abandoned rights-of-way, permit Caltrans to acquire rights-of-way on the list, apply eminent domain to
the properties, and arrange for funding to various public entities for the purpose.


